Beyond gastrointestinal graft-versus-host disease. A lesson to learn.
The authors present a child with severe GvHD of GI tract with typical presentation of ileus and abdominal pain. However, the severe GvHD has led to multiple intermittent intussusceptions with resultant ischemic segments of the small bowel leading to sub-acute mechanical intestinal obstruction. The clinical presentation of the mechanical intestinal obstruction was identical to the preceding ileus GvHD presentation. This has led to continuation of the conservative management with immunosuppressant therapy and delaying further investigation and surgical intervention. Once a barium study demonstrated the severe bowel constriction, laparoscopic surgical resection was necessary with excellent results. The resected small bowel showed multiple segments of ischemic ileitis leading to ulceration and severe stricture. The resection margins showed regenerating mucosa with no ulceration, but with focal evidence of mild GvHD.